Whereas Foothill College has been a leader and innovator in online learning with large number of classes and degrees offered in this modality

Whereas the number of student being served by online and hybrid classes has continued to grow significantly with a 20% increase from 11,209 in fall 2011 to 13,463 in Fall 2013. In 2012-13, enrollment, FTES and WSCH in fully online courses represented 27% of all courses. 

Whereas mandated requirements for accessible and quality online classes are growing and faculty are facing constant challenges of changing software and hardware

Whereas Foothill Global Access does not have sufficient staffing to support faculty innovation in delivery of online instruction, particularly their efforts to increase interactivity and multimedia richness to their online course sites.

Whereas current tools and services can offer little assistance in important aspects of online teaching like documentation of last day of attendance, accessibility compliance, student authentication, use of open educational resources, and academic integrity strategies. 

Whereas Foothill participation in the Online Education Initiative (OEI) will require online faculty to receive training in online instruction beyond what Foothill College currently provides and such training will have to be developed and presented

Whereas faculty are building online classes with limited assistance and need more guidance and assistance to keep their classes compliant, relevant, and effective

Resolved, that the Foothill Academic Senate calls for expanded services and funding for Foothill Global Access including consideration of the hiring of a full-time Instruction Designer  to assist faculty in development of classes to serve our students and improve the training and preparation of faculty in the effective education of the large numbers of students enrolling in online classes not fully prepared for the demands of online learning. 
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