


Resolution in support of authorizing California Community Colleges to offer baccalaureate degrees and offering a Dental Hygiene
Baccalaureate Degree at Foothill College

Draft of February 24, 2014

Whereas, there are community colleges successfully offering baccalaureate degrees in 21 states;

Whereas, authorizing community colleges to grant baccalaureate degrees in those disciplines not already offered in a region by UC and CSU can increase access for underserved areas and populations, remove barriers to completion, and benefit the state’s economy;

Whereas, the demand for baccalaureate-level graduates in Career and Technical Education fields is increasing, and the demand for baccalaureate-trained graduates is projected to exceed the capacity of the public and private universities to provide them by 60,000 degrees by 2025, and;

Whereas, the California State University system does not provide baccalaureate degrees in many CTE areas and is projected to be even less likely to be able to do so in the future;

Resolved, that the Foothill College Academic Senate supports authorizing California community colleges to offer applied baccalaureates in career and technical fields which are neither offered nor projected to be offered by a UC or CSU in their region;

Resolved, that the Foothill College Academic Senate work with the college president, the district chancellor, and the local Board of Trustees to encourage local legislators to draft or support legislation enabling California community colleges to offer applied baccalaureate degrees;

Resolved, the Foothill College Academic Senate encourages the Academic Senate for California Community Colleges to support this initiative; and

[bookmark: _GoBack]Resolved,  that the Foothill College Academic Senate supports the Foothill College Dental Hygiene and/or Respiratory Therapy program(s) in its plans to offer the first such degree as soon as it is allowed to do so.





