Minutes

Academic Senate

April 24, 2006

Meeting was called to order at 2:00 p.m.

Announcements 

Sid Davison will be the faculty commencement speaker in June

Review of minutes – include the election information for President and Vice President running unopposed. Minutes were approved with changes as noted.

Non-tenured faculty serving on the presidential administrative search committee might cause a potential conflict of interest. Dolores will bring forward a resolution to that issue.

Consent calendar was approved.

Meeting agenda

Paul Starer and Dolores Davison commented about the diversity issue, and resolutions to be brought forward to the spring plenary session. Discussion commenced on the primary resolution of interest, 

One senator mentioned that allowing part-time faculty to teach 80% might interfere with the hiring of new faculty. On the other hand, limiting faculty to 60% makes it harder to earn a living. FACCC has moved to a neutral position on the issue. Some faculty opposed the 80% limit, as it would or might lead to a large number of ‘80% part-time’ faculty with an ‘untenured status’. A straw poll on the issue of the resolutions (to oppose the increase from 60% to 80% part-time load limits) Yes = 5, No = 3, Abstain =4. Senators shared that the majority of their colleagues did not support the 80% limits.

Dolores Davison was nominated for District Senate President, but it is an open nomination. Nominations should include existing senate officers, or faculty and former officers that have a long institutional memory.

The Academic Senate President and Vice President are running unopposed. We may go with a vote of acclamation, or vote electronically. The elections committee will contact Lourdes Del-Parent to start to assemble the system and run a trial vote.

Meeting was adjourned at 2:30 p.m., at which time the joint senate meeting was called to order.

