Foothill College Academic Senate Minutes

March 7th, 2005 2:30-4:30 p.m.
The meeting was convened at 2:36 p.m.

Announcements:

New meeting dates:

April 11th
April 25th
May 9th
May 23rd
June 6th
June 17th
We will meet in room 3403 in Spring Qtr.  June 17th is a tentative retreat date, and April Flowers has extended an invitation to meet at her house in Los Altos. 

Mary Thomas will agendize the academic freedom issue at the April 14th senate meeting. This will be an informational item. Any issue of academic freedom is a senate issue.

Dolores – GE and Curriculum issues. Originally GE was part of curriculum. Some discussion to bring GE back into curriculum committee. GE chair would serve in Senate. New VP of instructional research would serve as co-chair of curriculum / IPC. 

Issues in GE committee include no timeline for approval of curriculum, the GE committee may need some or new procedures and processes. GE meets every other week, but the timeline to act on new courses (etc.) is one year in advance. Would be good to have a block diagram of the curriculum process. GE committee reviews / approves GE courses for the pattern of the college.

Bernie Day – GE issues Lack of active participation by certain divisions. Not a lot of clerical support for GE activities. GE needs more support from faculty and divisions. Paul Starer suggested bringing GE back into senate (except for the busiest of activities).

Dolores and Paul – Senate constitutional issues

1) GE committee

2) Presidential authority for time sensitivity for senate action 

3) P/T vote

4) Absentee voting

Possibly stager senate secretary and presidential / vice-presidential terms. The Senate Constitution committee will bring these issues to the senate body early in the Spring term. Senate election will be held on or before the 7th week of Spring Qtr. 

