

March 27, 2017

The Hon. Ben Allen, Chair
Senate Committee on Education
State Capitol, Room 2083
Sacramento, CA 95814


Re: SB 769 - Community College Baccalaureate Degree Pilot Program - SUPPORT


Dear Senator Allen,    
 
We are writing on behalf of the Foothill College Academic Senate to urge the Senate Committee on Education to support SB 769 (Hill) to extend and expand the community college baccalaureate pilot program. 

Foothill College is located in Los Altos Hills, California. Among the many factors that attract students to our college from throughout the Bay Area is the excellence of our academic programs and faculty. As teachers strongly committed to student success and increased equity, we strongly support the expansion of the community college baccalaureate pilot program. 

Extending and expanding the community college baccalaureate pilot program makes sense from at least two perspectives:

First, it gives students who are tied to their community by family and job responsibilities a chance to advance their education at a reasonable cost. For many such students, a community college baccalaureate is the only way they will ever have access to a bachelor’s degree in a technical field because it not possible for them to relocate and/or pay the high cost of attending a private college or even a public university. The dental hygiene baccalaureate pilot program at Foothill College provides an excellent example. Before our program began, students had few options for a baccalaureate in dental hygiene. There are only four or five baccalaureate programs in all of California, and they are located at private universities in distant communities with tuition ranging from $40,000 to $70,000 a year. By contrast, the cost to earn a bachelor’s degree in Foothill’s dental hygiene program in four years TOTALS about $10,000! 

Second, the community college baccalaureate program provides growing regional industries with well-trained technical workers and helps them meet their workforce diversification goals. This in turn helps those industries continue to grow and compete. It is also good for local economies because it provides residents with well-paying jobs.

As we are sure you know, California needs more workers with bachelor’s degrees. Expanding this pilot program past 2023 will help meet that need and provide additional data for evaluation of the pilot program.

Thank you for work to improve the lives of California residents. I hope you will move SB 769 forward to increase education opportunity for all Californians and support economic growth. 

Thank you for your support.


[bookmark: _GoBack]
Yours sincerely,

Carolyn Holcroft
Isaac Escoto
Patrick Morriss




Cc:  Senate Committee on Education members, Sen. Jerry Hill


e 765 CommunityCalleg Bccarest g i rgram - SUPPORT

L A L A T S S

e A T LR R s

Ve e A




