Background for January 11 Agenda Item: Memorandum of Understanding regarding the Online Education Initiative 


The California Community Colleges Chancellor’s Office has three major grant-funded initiatives: the Educational Planning Initiative, the Common Assessment Initiative, and the Online Education Initiative. 

College participation in the initiatives has potential implications for areas that are within the academic senate’s purview (for example curriculum, educational program development, faculty professional development, etc. As such, our local governing board/administration is obligated to consult collegially with us (the academic senate). The MOU on our agenda for January 11 is an example of such a matter in which the academic senate must be consulted; we will be asked for our formal approval of the document.

The MOU is 11 pages long but here’s the gist:

The MOU will be an agreement between the OEI and the full launch pilot colleges (“Participating Colleges”). I.e. the college participating in the full launch pilot of the OEI Exchange will have to sign it. You’ll see our district named in the MOU because our district received the OEI grant and we are responsible (with Butte-Glenn CCD) to administer it. 

The agreement goes into nitty-gritty detail to: 
· Define common terminology so everyone is on the same page
· Outline the “Benefits” the Participating College will receive from the OEI
· List the responsibilities of the Participating College, and
· Explain that if/when modifications (updates) to the agreement are needed, the Participating College will have a person designated to approve them

[bookmark: _GoBack]Judy Baker has been in excellent contact with me about the MOU. I’ve reviewed it closely several times and do not see anything I think will be an issue of concern for our faculty. However, it is important that you and your constituents have the opportunity to review it before our senate gives formal approval. I look forward to our discussion on January 11.


Respectfully submitted,
Carolyn Holcroft
Foothill College Academic Senate President
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