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Ten Ways to Slash Textbook Costs for Foothill Students – Without Compromising Quality

Lowering textbook costs for Foothill students is a top-priority equity and access issue. That’s why the Foothill Academic Senate, the Associated Students of Foothill College, and the Foothill Bookstore drafted the following “best practices” document for your consideration.   Certainly none of the solutions listed below will work for every instructor—but all are worth considering carefully as you prepare your book orders.  

1.  Investigate OER (Open Educational Resources) in your field through a variety of free-or-low-cost services.  For further information visit [insert links] or contact [insert email].

2.  Opt for an older edition of the same textbook – especially if the newest addition adds little or nothing in terms of effective coverage and quality.

3.  Consider alternative textbooks which offer low or discounted pricing.

3.   Make texts “recommended” if they are supplemental to your core curriculum—instead of “required.”

4.  Place several copies on reserve in the Foothill Library well in advance of the upcoming quarter – so that Library staff have time to process and shelve them.

5.  Announce “Free Textbook Funding” Options to students via email and in-person to publicize Foothill’s robust EOPS and Equity-Funded programs designed to provide textbooks free of charge to all qualifying low-income students.  For further information visit [insert links] or contact [insert email].

6.  Negotiate Directly with Publishers to receive deep discounts and additional free library copies on large orders.

7.  Create Low-Cost Course Readers and PDFs eliminating the need to buy multiple textbooks—within legal copyright restrictions of course.  

8.  Author Instructional Materials of your own design for easy free distribution to students via email and PDF.

9.  Participate in the Textbook Rental Program offered through the Foothill Bookstore.  For more information go to [insert link] or contact [insert email].

10.  Encourage Sharing Solutions by helping students form study groups that can share one textbook between them.  
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