Canvas Update: March 2016

Many faculty have already enthusiastically embraced our transition from Etudes to Canvas as our course management system by getting trained and setting up new Canvas course sites. In the 2016 Winter Quarter, we have 40 faculty members and 71 course sections using Canvas. Over 70 faculty members have completed Canvas training so far. Please note that Etudes will no longer be available after the 2017 Spring Quarter.

Why Switch to Canvas Now?
· Access to FREE remote proctoring services for online tests (Proctorio)
· Avoid the rush when Etudes is no longer available starting Summer 2017 
· No waiting for consultations with our Instructional Designer, Heather Garcia
· Availability of extra staff support for: 
· Migration process including copy/paste of content 
· Addressing accessibility requirements 
Faculty and students have direct access from their Canvas course sites to the following resources: 
· Conferences – built-in videoconferencing for virtual lectures and office hours
· VoiceThread – rich multimedia service for student engagement and interaction
· Turnitin – plagiarism detection software
· ePortfolio tool – student webspace for sharing their work
· Canvas Support Cloud Services – Help Desk phone number for evenings and weekends
· Content Migrations Tool – for copying site content from Etudes to Canvas
· Link Validator – built-in checker for broken links in your course site
· Macmillan - textbook publisher’s content and software
· Pearson MyLab and Mastering – textbook publisher’s content and software
· Cengage – textbook publisher’s content and software
· EvaluationKIT - student course evaluation surveys
· Rubrics - built-in for easy grading
· Calendar - drag and drop to different dates and the changes update everywhere in your course automatically
· “What-if” Grades - for students to understand what assignment grades they need to get to get the final course grade they want!

Get Familiar with Canvas

· View our demo GEOG 001 course site at https://foothillcollege.instructure.com/courses/210
· Enroll in our online Canvas Certification training course (http://foothill.canvas-certification-request.sgizmo.com/s3)
· Attend our on-campus hands-on workshops (http://www.foothill.edu/fga/canvastraining.php#workshop)
· Participate in our Drop-in sessions for in-person assistance with Canvas on Wednesdays at 2-4 pm




Top Ten Time Saving Features in Canvas for Faculty
1. Speedgrader – Quickly and easily grade assignments and provide feedback
2. Crocodoc – Directly markup student work and provide feedback on student’s paper from within Speedgrader!
3. Message students right from the gradebook you can message students who haven’t turned in an assignment, got less than a certain score, or more than a certain score!
4. Calendar – Calendar entries may be dragged and dropped to different dates and the changes update everywhere in your course.
5. Inbox – Course roster is automatically loaded and updated throughout the semester; no need to look up students email addresses. Canvas messages can also be forwarded out to other e-mail systems and your replies come back in!
6. Notifications – Ability to configure your notifications so you can be notified about things going on in your course as quickly (or not) as you desire!
7. Google Docs – Through Canvas Collaborations Google Docs can be directly integrated you’re your course! 
8. Rubrics – Rubrics are easy to create and integrate directly into the grading process via Speedgrader. 
9. Create and add audio and video directly in Canvas – bonus that you can add these types of comments in as you’re grading via speedgrader!
10. What-if Grades – Yes it’s for students, but it saves faculty time because students understand what assignment grades they need to get to get the final course grade they want!
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