ASCCC SPRING 2016 PLENARY REPORT

Foothill academic senate president Carolyn Holcroft and secretary/treasurer Patrick Morriss attended the Spring 2016 plenary meeting of the Academic Senate for California Community Colleges on April 20 – 22 in Sacramento, California. The full program can be found on the ASCCC spring 2016 plenary meeting web page and a PDF version is also available. 

The ASCCC held elections for many positions on their 2016-2017 executive committee. Congratulations to Foothill College faculty member Dolores Davison, who ran unopposed for the officer position of ASCCC secretary! The body also elected a new Area B representative, Cleavon Smith of Berkeley City College. 

Holcroft served as the official Foothill College academic senate voting delegate and was in close consultation with De Anza College academic senate delegate Randy Bryant and FHDA district academic senate delegate Mayra Cruz throughout the voting procedures. Patrick Morriss and Paul Setziol (De Anza academic senate secretary/treasurer) were also present and actively participated in discussion and debate. 

The final packet of resolutions for consideration on Saturday may be accessed at ASCCC Saturday resolutions packet.  Many, but not all, were adopted. Holcroft will distribute the final packet of adopted resolutions as soon as it is published by ASCCC. In the meantime, several adopted resolutions included recommendations requiring immediate local senate attention/action. These directives are listed below. 

6.04 S16 Mental Health Services: Resolved, that the ASCCC urge local senates to advocate for the improvement of and access to mental health services at their local campuses.
	Recommended action: agendize for discussion at an upcoming senate meeting
9.01 S16 Adopt the Paper Ensuring Effective Curriculum Approval Processes: A Guide for Local Senates. Resolved, That the ASCCC adopt the paper Ensuring Effective Curriculum Approval Processes:  A Guide for Local Senates (as of April 2, 2016) and disseminate the paper to local senates and curriculum committees upon its adoption.
	Recommended action: Escoto to distribute paper to the Foothill College curriculum committee for discussion, with particular attention to the “Conclusions and Recommendations for Local Senates” portion.
9.03 S16 Criteria for Recording Low-Unit Certificates on Student Transcripts: Resolved, That the ASCCC urge local senates and curriculum committees to review their certificates of 12 semester units or 18 quarter units or more but less than 18 semester units or 27 quarter units that have not been submitted to the Chancellor’s Office and evaluate the efficacy and potential benefit to students of submitting such certificates to the Chancellor’s Office for approval and allowing such certificates to be recorded on student transcripts, as a potential benefit.
Recommended action: Escoto to bring this to the college curriculum committee.
9.05 S16 Modify Regulations on Certificates of Achievement for Greater Access to Federal Financial Aid: Resolved, That the ASCCC urge local senates to review and consider for submission to the Chancellor’s Office any existing local certificates that are 16 or more semester units and less than 18 units or at least 24 quarter units and less than 27 quarter units to more immediately expand student access to federal financial aid.
Recommended action: Escoto to bring this to the college curriculum committee.

9.06 S16 Student Learning Outcomes Assessment is a Curricular Matter: Resolved, That the ASCCC urge local senates to ensure that institutional decisions regarding student learning outcomes assessment are understood to be a curricular matter and therefore institutions should consult collegially with local senates; and

Resolved, That the ASCCC urge local senate leaders to advocate for outcomes assessment as a form of academic research that emphasizes improvement in student learning; and 

Resolved, That the ASCCC urge local senates to advocate for recognition of these additional research contributions on the part of faculty to the institution, and to advocate for substantial professional development resources for training and reassigned time.
Recommended action: Escoto to bring this to the college curriculum committee as an information item. Holcroft and Schaefers to bring this to the Foothill College Student Learning Outcomes Committee for discussion and recommendations.
9.09 S16 Z-Degrees and Faculty Primacy: Resolved, That the ASCCC encourage and support local and statewide discussions regarding degree paths with zero text book cost to students, known as Z-Degrees; and

Resolved, That the ASCCC recommend that the 2016 budget trailer bill language ensure that the primacy of faculty is retained by including the local academic senate’s approval of the development of Z-Degrees, as well as participation in any kind of incentive program related to Z-Degrees.

	Recommended action: agendize for discussion at an upcoming academic senate meeting
18.02 S16 Placement Model for Transfer Statistics Using High School Transcript Data: Resolved, That the ASCCC urge local senates to work with their administrations to ensure that the proposed statistics placement model is analyzed using data for their students to ensure that the model works as predicated prior to using it to place students;

Resolved, That the ASCCC urge local senates to review the proposed statistics placement model and make any necessary modifications to ensure that there is no negative impact on existing articulation agreements between their college and four year universities

Recommended action: Holcroft and Morriss to bring this to the Foothill College Assessment and Placement Ad Hoc Committee.
19.01 S16 Support for Faculty Open Educational Resources Coordinators: Resolved, That the ASCCC urge local senates that intend to apply to participate in the Textbook Affordability Act ensure that the process for the selection of the Textbook Affordability Campus Coordinator involves collegial consultation with the local academic senate. 
Recommended action: The Foothill College academic senate has discussed the Textbook Affordability Act and concluded we do not intend to apply to receive a grant through this initiative. Therefore, at this time no action on this resolution is required.
19.03 S16 Infusing Equity throughout College Processes: Resolved, That the ASCCC recommend that local senates work with their administrators to incorporate equity as a foundational value into college educational master plans and strategic plans;
Recommended action: The college has just completed revision of its ed master plan and our college community has already worked to ensure equity is at the core. At this time the recommendation is to continue to work diligently with administration (as well as classified staff and students) to achieve the equity goals we’ve identified in our plan.
10.01 S16 Adopt the Paper Equivalence to the Minimum Qualifications: Resolved, That the ASCCC adopt the proposed revisions to the paper Equivalence to the Minimum Qualifications.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Recommended action: Although this resolution does not explicitly call for local senate action, it is implied as the adopted paper does include recommendations for local senates. As such, we recommend the paper be distributed to the Foothill College academic senate and agendized for discussion at an upcoming meeting, with particular attention to the recommendations for local senates.
Prepared for the April 25, 2016 meeting of the Foothill College Academic Senate by officers Carolyn Holcroft and Patrick Morriss
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