Summary of Open-Educational Resources and College Textbook Affordability Act

Through the OER incentive and College Textbook Affordability Act, De Anza College would be able to provide more students with equal opportunity and high-quality education. 

The bill incorporates a plan for implementation, funding and oversight that will determine the amount of funding necessary and whether or not the initiative is meeting its goals in providing better access to educational resources.

The following process is bill’s specifications for campus adoption of the policy:

(A) The local academic senate of a campus of the University of California, the California State University, or the California Community Colleges may adopt a local campus resolution, in collaboration with students and the administration, stating its intent to increase student access to high-quality open educational resources.

(B) Upon adoption of the local campus resolution, the campus may submit the resolution to the respective segment office for an initial grant from the fund to establish a plan and strategy for accelerating adoption of high-quality open educational resources on its campus, and developing the accompanying professional development.

(1) The creation of the plan and strategy shall be a collaboration between the campus academic senate and the recognized campus student body organization.
(2) The strategy shall include continued access to a hard copy of materials through the local campus bookstore and ensure access to materials offline for students.
(3) 
a. Each plan shall include three benchmarks, focusing on reducing costs for students and increasing the adoption of high-quality open educational resources consisting of a year one goal, a year two goal, and a year three goal.
b. Each local campus shall determine its own benchmarks.
c. Oversight of these benchmarks shall be provided when their respective segment office approves the grants.

(C) The respective segment office shall review and, if it meets the requirements of this part, approve the resolution, and the initial grant shall be administered by the designated segment office in collaboration with the campus president, provost, or chief academic officer and the recognized campus student body organization.

(1) The designated segment office for the California Community Colleges may be the Success Center for California Community Colleges or another appropriate office.

(2) The designated segment office for the California State University may be the Academic Technology Services or another appropriate office.

(3) The initial grant shall be approved for not more than ____ dollars ($____).

(D) (1) Each year after a campus receives an initial grant, for up to three years, the campus shall receive a bonus grant from the fund for meeting established performance benchmarks for accelerating usage of open educational resources in courses, according to the following schedule:
a.  A campus shall receive a bonus grant of up to ____ dollars ($____) for reaching its first benchmark in using open educational resources on campus and decreasing textbook costs for students in the first year of implementation.
b.  A campus shall receive a bonus grant of up to ____ dollars ($____) for reaching its second benchmark in using open educational resources on campus and decreasing textbook costs for students in the second year of implementation.
c.  A campus shall receive a bonus grant of up to ____ dollars ($____) for reaching its third benchmark in using open educational resources on campus and decreasing textbook costs for students in the third year of implementation.

(2) The bonus grants shall be used for faculty professional development, open educational resource curation activities, technology support for the faculty, or some combination thereof, administered by the local academic senate in collaboration with the campus president, provost, or chief academic officer and the recognized campus student body organization.

(E) A grant recipient shall report to its respective segment office as to whether its benchmarks have been reached and it is eligible for bonus grants pursuant to paragraph (1) of subdivision (D).

(F) The Chancellor of the California Community Colleges, the Chancellor of the California State University, and the President of the University of California shall report to the Legislature before July 1 each year as to whether the grants are increasing the rate of adoption of open educational resources and decreasing textbook costs for college students.












OER and Textbook Affordability Policy Language Draft Content: 

De Anza has already established a policy on encouraging the use of public domain-based learning materials. Many universities and other higher-level institutions of learning have already made a lot of OER content available (Harvard, Yale, M.I.T., Carnegie-Mellon) through sites such as edX, coursera or through their own websites.

The Academic Senate would have the responsibility of creating a campus-wide policy on the implementation of an OER initiative.

Creating a dialogue between faculty and Senate about the OER initiative is critical. Teachers and their respective departments must know the pros and cons of OER and how it used in the classroom to improve student accessibility and overall educational outcomes.

Goal for faculty is to find a way to integrate their teaching material and established course content with available OER content, OR to make their own work available for open-access. Teachers should consider the cost of course material for students when finding a suitable method of using OER content

If teachers find it is necessary to protect the academic integrity of their material they can also seek out a Creative Common’s license or choose to limit the amount of OER content they provide.

Students should be supported in the use of OER material and a review process should be developed to address any issues or grievances in use, content, and/or access.

Collaboration with the student body through DASB/other representative bodies and with the administration is necessary. This policy would affect teachers primarily, but also the library and bookstore. Potential impacts on coursework, teaching styles, profits from bookstores and available material in the library must be considered before creating and implementing a campus-wide policy.

Evaluation of quality of OER materials is crucial in the use of such materials. The material should be evaluated based on its adequacy in covering course material that the department determines is necessary to demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of the course being taken.

The Academic Senate will handle oversight of implementation and progress towards goals. Academic departments should be responsible for development/use of OER with individual faculty and review of OER content should include student-faculty evaluations.


Benefits of an OER Policy:

· Makes education more affordable to students, and prevents textbook costs from serving as a barrier to providing quality education.
· Creating OER infrastructure in college supports the use and development of more OER content
· Publishing of OER content prevents the use of unreliable sources of information and allows for greater, more accurate collaboration of resources. Material can also be quickly updated.
· This policy would beneficially impact distance-learning courses.
· Relying more on OER content allows the teacher more flexibility in teaching styles rather than relying solely on text content.


Policy to present to Textbook Project Group (05/15), with modification and proposed changes to Senate  06/15

Open Educational Resources				BP ______________

The Foothill-De Anza Community College District is dedicated to providing students with equal opportunity to high quality education and supports the creation, use, accessibility, and maintenance of open educational resources in accordance with the legal use of public domain material and open-license content.

The goals of this policy are to offer students and teachers the ability to use open-access learning material or public domain content in order to augment and/or replace commercially available educational resources, including textbooks, to create sustainable and affordable academic resources for students, faculty and staff, and to provide opportunities for professional growth and collaborations of District employees involved in these activities.

									Draft May 12, 2015

[bookmark: _GoBack]Proposed policy
Open Educational Resources                                                BP ______________

The Foothill-De Anza Community College District is dedicated to providing students with equal opportunity to high quality education and supports the creation, use, accessibility, and maintenance of open educational resources in accordance with the legal use of public domain material and open-license content.
 
The goals of this policy are to encourage faculty to accelerate the adoption of lower cost, high-quality open educational resources in order to augment and/or replace commercially available educational resources, including textbooks, to create sustainable and affordable academic resources for students, faculty and staff, and to provide opportunities for professional growth and collaborations of District employees involved in these activities.

The Foothill & De Anza College bookstores shall make an annual report to the Academic Senate, Office of Instruction, and/or Board on the status of open educational resources.

Approved by the De Anza College Academic Senate 10/12/15
