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Please post on the website. 

Thank you!

Sincerely,

Veronica Casas, M.P.A. 

Executive Assistant   

Foothill College 
President's Office 
12345 El Monte Road,
Los Altos Hills, CA 94022 

(650) 949-7200 

From: Thuy Nguyen <nguyenthuy@fhda.edu> 
Sent: Friday, June 25, 2021 4:04 PM 
To: Thuy Nguyen <nguyenthuy@fhda.edu> 
Subject: President’s Communiqué: It's the Final Countdown!
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It's the Final Countdown! 

“The Final Countdown” was the procession song for the Radiologic Tech graduation ceremony yesterday.  Check out the
video that I tweeted.  
  

  
It’s the final countdown, indeed, to Commencement and the end of the pandemic year 2020-21!    
  
One of downsides of a quarter system is still having classes in the month of June.  Yet this year, the silver lining is having
the ability to hold in-person graduation ceremonies for the Allied Health programs this week!    

Today’s Respiratory Therapy class reminds us why the such program, along the other Allied Health programs, are so
critical to the workforce, especially during these times of pandemic public health crisis.  As Professor Brenda Hanning
said at the ceremony,  COVID highlighted the role of respiratory therapists and what ventilators do.  And as Professor Lisa
Hills remarked, the racial diversity and community-building aspect of the program underscore the college’s commitment
to equity and Black Lives Matter. 
  
Thank you to all the faculty, staff, and administrators who made the whole week possible, including the graduation
pickup. 
     
For me, our seamless pivot to provide all our classes and services virtually was an expression of our intent, our passion,
and our commitment to our students and each other. Even as we worked to adapt to a 100% online environment, the
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COVID pandemic did not slow us down as we finished, approved, and published our Strategic Vision for Equity. This
comprehensive plan is a living document that will help the college achieve its equity goals and much more over the
coming years. The recent Research and Service Leadership Symposium is another example of the college moving forward.
Thank you to Allison Herman and Mike McCusker for organizing and inspiring in equal measure. Thank you also to
everyone who helped organize, mentor, judge, and facilitate in support of the symposium. It was a huge success and fills
me with optimism as we look to create an institution where students feel they truly belong and are welcomed and valued
for their contributions in and out of the classroom. 
 
On Saturday, our STEM division, in conjunction with Walgreens, organized a vaccination clinic. The clinic was supported
by faculty, staff, and student-volunteers and 67 people received their first Pfizer vaccination. Thank you Angela Su and
Ram Subramaniam for bringing the event to Foothill and organizing the volunteers (many of whom were Contact
Tracing volunteers and members of our Medical Brigades). One of the four Walgreens pharmacists present said that the
Foothill team was better organized than the Apple clinic…our team was more organized than a $2 trillion corporation! In
addition, we are also offering a second clinic with the county – thanks to our Betsy Nikolchev.  
 

 
As you might be aware, Governor Newsom has loosened most COVID-related restrictions on June 15 – hence our ability
to have the robust graduation-related events this week.  While we will not be scheduling our traditional mix of face-to-face
and online classes this coming fall, we are looking to add more on-campus classes where possible. Right now, we are
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looking at nearly 40% of sections in person -- that is, approximately a 65% return from the level of instruction in 2019.  I
must stress that faculty are choosing the modality of their courses and returning to campus is not mandated for Summer
and Fall 2021. I’d like to thank the Office of Instruction for their hard work navigating all the recent changes and, in
particular, a big shout out to Denise Perez and Shawna Santiago, who have been working to adjust and expand the Fall
schedule. 
 
I’d like to express my gratitude for the work everyone has done over the last year.  Some of us had to increase our
workload 10 times!  It has been a challenging time, but I am optimistic.  COVID is not gone, but this coming year offers so
many possibilities to build on the work we have done together.  I am looking forward to the revision of our shared
governance system (to take it to the next level) and I am also excited about a closer working relationship with our
academic and classified senates.  
 
It has been a long year, so be sure to take “vaxication” (vacation + vaccination) time this summer.  Thank you to everyone
who has gotten vaccination and consistently worn masks in public! Thanks to you, we are able to move about more
comfortably today.  If you or your family and friends still need to be vaccinated, come to our July 11 clinic for either the
J&J or Pfizer vaccines! 
 
Join us also for the President’s Briefing (new time at 12 pm – 12:30 pm) this summer.  The briefings will focus on R&R
(not only rest & relaxation, but also reflection & return).  Some colleagues will share their reflections of the past 15
months and what tips they have to offer on “return” to not necessarily “normal” but the more familiar life.  We will start
recording the briefings again as they will include critical information about return to campus and report by the college’s
Emergency Operation Center (EOC). 
 
I was so glad at our last briefing that I was able to “report” live from the graduation pickup event – a phenomenal, morale
boosting event that was put on by one of the best teams, the Student Affairs and ASFC!  
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I made mention at the last briefing about this, and College Opening Day being in-person.  Since then, our chancellor has
sent out an announcement about Juneteenth and an additional Fall Flex Day (Wednesday, September 15).  Join me on
Monday and other summer briefings to get the latest on these events.   
 
I'm heading to the Pharmacy Tech in-person graduation ceremony right now.  “See” you at the virtual Commencement at 6
pm!    
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Thuy
 
Thuy Thi Nguyen
President

650.949.7200
Twitter: @FoothillPrez
12345 El Monte Road
Los Altos Hills, CA  94022-4599


