
Plato’s	Cri,que

On	Friday,	professors	Sam	White,	Tracee	Cunningham,	Kimberly	Escamilla,	and	Dokesha	Meacham
along	with	Andre	Meggerson	and	I	joined	ten	students	from	our	Umoja	learning	community	at	the
annual	Umoja	conference.

One	of	the	sessions	was	about	the	history	of	hip	hop.		The	presenter	was	a	community	college	counselor,
and	he	talked	about	how	Black	culture	invented	hip	hop	that	became	an	internaAonal	cultural
phenomenon.		You	may	have	seen	my	tweet	of	a	student	beatboxing	—	that	is,	with	just	his	voice	and
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the	microphone.		Check	out	the	amazing	beat!

The	session	reminded	me	of	my	philosophy	class	at	Yale	in	the	90s	when	hip	hop	was	arguably	at	its
height.		I	had	heard	then	about	a	professor	who	was	wriAng	a	book	on	how	Plato	would	have	criAcized
rappers	for	corrupAng	the	minds	of	the	young,	similar	to	Plato’s	criAque	of	the	poets	for	corrupAng	the
minds	of	the	young	with	their	wriAngs	of	gods	doing	immoral	acts.		As	a	philosophy	major	and	fan	of
Plato,	I	found	it	disconcerAng	that	Plato	would	criAcize	hip	hop	(a	culture	that	I	grew	up	in).		I	decided	to
take	her	course	which	was	an	exploraAon	of	her	thesis.		Half-way	into	the	course,	I	raised	my	hand	and
said:	Plato	criAcized	the	poets	for	fabricaAng	stories	about	the	gods,	yet	rappers	oSen	argued	that	their
art	form	revealed	the	truth	about	what	was	really	happening	in	Black	communiAes	around	the	country.	
Can	the	truth	corrupt	the	young?		As	far	as	I	know,	that	Yale	professor	never	published	such	book.	

Foothill’s	Umoja	students	asked	me	if	we	could	have	something	like	that	conference	session	at	Foothill
whereby	students	could	tell	their	truth,	their	stories	through	hip	hop.		One	student	asked	to	me	whether
I	would	permit	him	to	really	speak	his	mind.		He	said	he	has	a	lot	to	say,	as	he	is	going	through	a	lot	in	his
life.	

Are	we	ready	at	Foothill	College	to	hear	such	truth	from	our	African	American	students	during	our	next
“porch	talk”?		Many	have	expressed	how	they	feel	invisible.	

Our	session	on	“porch	talk”,	and	Board	of	Governors	member	Valerie	Shaw	at	our	session.
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Hip	hop	conAnues	to	have	incredible	influence	on	the	young	–	including	my	own.		Earlier	today
(Saturday),	my	family	and	I	went	to	the	YumeCon	organized	by	Foothill	College’s	Anime	Club.		My
daughter	rapped	and	my	son	beatboxed	in	the	background	while	both	were	wearing	their	anime
costumes	–	quite	a	juxtaposiAon	aurally	and	visually!

Video	game	room	for	YumeCon	in	the	Toyon.

Dinner	&	A	Show:	Thursday,	Nov.	9th
Speaking	of	art	and	reality,	our	Theatre	Arts	program	has	a	treat	for	us	–	a	play	about	a	populist
candidate,	promising	to	return	the	country	to	greatness,	becomes	president	of	the	United	States.	
Following	last	year’s	successful	evening	of	Our	Town,	the	Theatre	Arts	Department	is	again	offering	a
special	FHDA	staff	performance	of	It	Can't	Happen	Here	on	Thursday,	November	9	at	7:30	pm	in	the
Lohman	Theatre.		Tickets	are	free	to	faculty,	staff	and	guests.	To	order	your	free	Ackets,	email
theatreboxoffice@fda.edu	or	call	650-949-7360.		All	seats	reserved.

Dean	NaneJe	Solvason	is	helping	to	organize	a	no-host	dinner	before	the	show.		Meet	your	favorite
Foothill	colleagues	at	Opa’s	and	enjoy	Greek	food	at	5:30	p.m.,	Nov.	9th	for	a	no-host	dinner	(325	Main
Street,	Los	Altos).		Then	it’s	back	to	Foothill	College	by	7:30	p.m.	for	the	free	showing	of	“It	Can’t	Happen
Here”.		Professor	Bruce	McLeod	said	the	show	is	looking	“preky	strong	.	.	.	have	a	great	leading	man	and
strong	group	of	students.”
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Tuesday	is	one	year	since	the	U.S.	PresidenAal	ElecAon.		You	may	recall	our	great	team	of	poliAcal	science
and	sociology	professors	conducted	a	panel	discussion	aSer	the	elecAon	and	the	room	was	packed.		Well,
the	team	is	back	for	the	one-year	review	this	upcoming	elecAon	day	–	Tuesday,	Nov.	7th.	

Enjoy	your	extra	hour!		Mine	was	spent	happily	wriAng	to	you.		

Of	Service,

Thuy

Thuy Thi Nguyen
President
Foothill College
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650.949.7200
Twitter: @FoothillPrez
pronounced: https://name-coach.com/thuythinguyen 
12345 El Monte Road
Los Altos Hills, CA 94022
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