
Accuplacer English as a Second Language Learner 
 

Before taking your ESL exam, the following is a list of items a student must know prior to 
taking the test. 

If you have any previous college coursework, please submit a Prerequisite Clearance 
Form. 
 
Visit our website for further details https://foothill.edu/reg/prereqs.html 

If English is your native language, or you attended an International high school that was 
taught in English please contact us at fhtesting@fhda.edu.  

Characteristics of the ESL assessment test: 

x The assessment tests are adaptive and not timed. You can take as long as you 
need to complete your answers.   

x Please note that once you submit your answers you cannot go back and change 
them because the exam is using your answer to give you the next question.   

x On average the ESL test takes two (2) hours.   
x Before you begin the test, you will ask a set of background questions.   
x Answer these questions as honestly and as accurately as you can.   
x The ESL test is composed of 4 sections: Listening, Reading, Writing and Language 

Usage.   
x You will need a pair of headphones for the listening section.  
x If you are taking an ESL exam and you are prompted to write an essay, you will 

be have approximately 45 to 50 minutes to complete it.   
x Not every student will need to take an essay. The essay is ONLY used to 

determine a student’s assessment if you are in between levels.   

Assessment Testing Results, Validity & Retesting  

*The Foothill College Testing Center will contact you upon completion of your test to 
review your results with you. It can take up to five (5) business days to contact you.   

*You can contact the Foothill College Testing & Assessment Center at 650-949-7743 or 
fhtesting@fhda.edu.  
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Administering English as a Second Language Learner Assessment 
 
 
Go to Accuplacer.org 
 

 
 
Log in: 
Username - FoothillDistanceProc 
Password – Assess2020 
 
Once logged in, navigate to the left hand column.  Go to ‘Administer Test’ 
 

 



Select ‘Administer New Test Session’ from the drop down menu 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Under ‘Administer New Test Session’, Select Branching Profile: 1st ESL Only 
 

 
 
Press ‘Administer Test’  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



The College Board Privacy Policy will appear.  Please read through the 
policy 
 

 
 
Select ‘Accept’ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
On the following page, ‘Student Instructions’ box will appear.  Press Close. 
 

 
 
Fill out the required information in the ‘Student Information’ area with an 
asterisk (*), press Next. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



On the following page the ‘Student Information’ area will be continued.  Fill 
out the required information with an asterisk (*), press Save. 
 

 
 
 
  If you would like to continue, you will select Yes. 
 

 
 
After reading the Welcome message, proceed by selecting Next. 
 



 
Read the Directions for Answering Questions, select ‘Start Test Session’ 
 

 
 
Ensure you have read the Terms and Conditions. You are required to 
acknowledge that you agree to terms by clicking inside the box. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Then select, ‘Accept’ 

 
You will be given six (6) questions of Background Questions.  Answer each 
question to the best of your knowledge, and then select ‘Submit’. 



 
Confirm your selection by pressing ‘Confirm’ 
 

 
 
Once Background Questions are completed, you will move on to Sample 
Questions.  Please note you will need a pair of headphones for the 
Listening section of the exam 

 
The prompt should automatically begin playing, however, you may press 
‘Play’ if this is not the case. 



 

 
 
 
 
FAQ’s 
 
Test Session Lockout 
If at any point you navigate from your current test session, the session will 
automatically log you out. 

 
In this case, you will only need to provide  
*Username – FoothillDistanceProc 
*Password – Assess2020 
 
If at any time you are completely logged out of your session, you will need 
to sign back in through the Accuplacer homepage. 



 
Under Administer Test, Go to ‘Manage Test Sessions’.  Enter your Foothill 
Student ID #. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Press Search 

 
 
Press {Play} button in order to resume the exam. 

 


