Company Profile
Contents: Directions, Schedule for this project, Web links, Key Data Chart for you to fill in with the numbers you find, and three Written Questions.

Directions: 
By week 3, your group selects which one stock they believe has the best chance to increase over the remainder of the academic term. Fill in the first 9 of the 19 items in the Key Data Chart on page 3. If you use sites other than Sharebuilder.com, give the web site name (URL) next to that piece of data which you found for the Key Data Chart. Each Group brings in page 3 (items 1-9 or 1-12) (GW1).
Look up the company you chose at any of the sites below (except for investing sayings sites). The stock you pick must have a positive P/E ratio. In other words it must be currently profitable. It also must have a share price of at least $1. You will get bonus points if it pays a dividend, but to get the bonus you have to fill in the dividend info (#’s 10-12) in the key data chart. In other words, all of the starred (*) questions are bonus.
Fill in the key data chart with the numbers you find in the course of researching the stock. 

Individual Chart due Week 4 – first 9 of the key data items. One week before final, groups turn in the type-written responses and all key data items answered in the key data chart. (GW2)
Use these sites or others (i.e. Google search) to answer the written question. Responses to three written question (i.e. not including the key data chart) should be 1-2 pages in total, double-spaced, 12-point Times New Roman font, with one-inch margins. Use quotes and in-text citations when quoting.
Schedule:
Week 3: Most everyone should have their stock selected and the first 9 items in the “Key Data Chart” below filled out. My list of interesting stocks will be available for those who haven’t selected yet.

Week 4: Groups now turn in Key Data Chart with questions 1-9 (or 1-12 if you have a dividend-paying stock) filled in. (GW1)
Two weeks before the final: Preliminary results - calculate your gain or loss and be ready to answer any of the written questions verbally in class.

One week before the final: calculate your gain or loss and be ready to answer any of the written questions verbally in class. Your group turns in Key Data Chart and type-written answers to the questions on page 4. (GW2) 
Links:
Online Stock Trading sites:
www.Sharebuilder.com
http://www.Scottrade.com/
Financial News sites: (enter your company name or ticker symbol into the quote box for any of these sites)
www.TheStreet.com
http://finance.yahoo.com/  select Interactive for past stock price info. Also select Profile and Key Statistics. You can also set up (or use your current) Yahoo account and start a practice portfolio (see My Portfolios tab at the top).
www.cnbc.com
www.bloomberg.com
http://articles.moneycentral.msn.com/learn-how-to-invest/14-safe-stocks-to-stock-up-on.aspx
http://www.benzinga.com/trading-ideas/long-ideas/11/08/1839205/ten-apparel-retail-stocks-worth-a-look-now
Jim Cramer Mad Money Video Segments:
http://www.cnbc.com/id/24109723/
Largest firms by market capitalization, in order:
http://247wallst.com/page/real-time-500/
Most apropos ticker symbols:

http://www.usatoday.com/money/autos/2006-08-15-harley-ticker_x.htm
Introduction to Investing Basics page of Fool.com investing site:

http://www.fool.com/how-to-invest/index.aspx?source=ifltnvpnv0000001
Dividend stock research sites:

http://www.dividend.com/dividend-stocks/
http://www.dividendyieldhunter.com/Master_Limited_Partnerships.html
http://dynamicdividend.com/dividend-values-2011/
-also click on this page: Elite REITs (left sidebar)

http://www.dividenddetective.com/big_dividend_list.htm
Reviews of Stock Trading sites, with fee info:

http://online-stock-trading-review.toptenreviews.com/
Investing quotes/ sayings/ axioms/ advice:
http://www.minterest.com/warren-buffet-quotes-quotations-on-investing/
http://www.iconoclast-investor.com/2011/04/10/readers-favorite-investing-wisdom/
Key Data Chart
All fractional numbers: round to two decimal places
	1. Company Name
	

	2. Ticker Symbol
	

	3. Recent Share Price (Your Buy Price in Week 3-4)
Also provide the specific date for this closing price.
	

	4. % Gain or Loss over past 3 months
Also provide the specific date for this 3 month old closing price.
	

	5. % Gain or Loss over past 1 year
Also provide the specific date for this 1 year old closing price.
	

	6. P/E (Price/Earnings) ratio
	

	7. Price/Book Value
	

	8. Market Capitalization (value of the entire firm)
	

	9. EPS (Earnings Per Share)
	

	10. *Dividend (Per Share) 
Note: all dividend info (#’s 10-12) is annual.
	

	11. *Dividend Yield (Dividend/Stock Price)
	

	12. *Payout Ratio (Dividend/EPS – stated as a %)
	

	13. Cash per share (in dollars)
	

	14. Cash per Share ratio (Cash as a % of stock price)
	

	15. Sell Price (2nd or 3rd to last week)
Also provide the specific date for this closing price.
	

	16. % Gain or Loss since you bought it (at buy price stated in #3 above)
	

	17. How many shares did you buy with $1000?

(Can be fractional – round to two decimal places)
	

	18. How much is your $1000 investment worth now?
	


Written Response Questions:
1. How does this company make profit? 

In other words, what does it sell, what is its industry sector and sub-sector or niche within that industry, and what are its key strategies for maximizing profit (preferably some unique things the firm does to get an edge)? You might include discussion of competitors and supply-chain partners here.
2. Describe the outlook for this company over the next 1 year and over the next 5-10 years. 

In other words, what are the main positives and negatives the company is facing, and which of these factors will have the greatest impact on the firm’s future stock price?
3. To what extent is this company recession-proof? 
In other words, when the economy is bad, explain why a recession will or will not destroy their profits and their stock price. Keep in mind if it is a good defensive stock, there is a whole range between profit/stock price falling but just not as much as most other firms, to profit/stock price are fairly unresponsive to the recession, even to profit/stock price will improve in the recession – i.e. it is countercyclical, extremely defensive, and truly recession-proof.
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